
Why Gold? - The Midas Touch
 
For thousands of years, gold has been used as money. Why? Why have so many 
cultures throughout the world over millenia chosen gold? To answer this question, you 
will use the periodic table of elements.
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1. Your first task is to learn what the periodic table is and how it is organized.
2. Then you will decide what properties an element should have to make it a good 
candidate to be used as money.
3. Once you have established what properties are important, you will use your 
knowledge of how the periodic table is organized to eliminate elements that would not 
be a good choice for money.
4. Finally, you will decide what element you feel is best. It may not be gold!
 
1. What exactly is the periodic table?Using online resources explore the history 
and organization of the periodic table. Make a Google doc. Title it, “flastname_Gold 
Standard use this doc to write up your responses. Start by answering the following 
questions:

What does each square on the table represent?
What are elements?
How many elements are there?
Why are certain elements placed together in either rows or columns?
What does it mean that an element is:

highly reactive?
inert?
corrosive?
radioactive?

What are states of matter?
What state of matter is most common? second? least?

 
2. With your team make a list of properties an element must have in order to be used as 
money. After each group has their list, we’ll come up with a list, as a class, of properties 
we all agree are necessary for money.
 
3. Now your job is to start to eliminate elements that do not meet the criteria we have 
established. The periodic table is organized such that you may be able to eliminate 



entire columns or rows of elements because of their properties. Get your list of possible 
elements down to as few as possible.
 
4. Once you have your final list, decide which you would choose for money. Write a 
persuasive essay about your decision. Each person on the team will write their own 
essay. Your team does not have to agree on the final choice. What ever element you 
choose, be sure to give justification for picking it.


