
I live in New York City and my children attend public school. I was very sad to realize 
that your description of the "poor" Jamaican schools could be mistaken for the very 
schools my children attend here in New York--a city with the greatest wealth in the 
world. I think this disproves your GDP analysis. I have listed a few points below:  
  
 

1. "In Allman Town, Crooks-Smith has to find creative ways to pay for 
bare essentials - extra toilet paper, cleaning supplies, even the 
whiteboard at the front of this classroom."  
  
 

In New York, we are all asked to bring in tissues, paper for the copy 
machine, pencils, paint, books, you name it and the school does not 
have it.  
  
 

2. "Ms. KANDI-LEE CROOKS-SMITH (Principal, Allman Town 
Elementary School): The whiteboard was actually provided by the 
teacher himself because the school cant afford to change the 
chalkboards."  
  
 

In New York City, it is commonplace for the teachers to use their own 
money to purchase basics such as paint, pencils, and books. Lucky 
schools have parents that can chip in. Many schools must depend on 
PTA funds to pay the art and music teacher. Many schools go without 
these "luxuries".  
  
 

3. "BLUMBERG: GDP affects the lives of kids here in another way as 
well. In Jamaica, every sixth grader takes a test, and the test 
determines where you go to high school. If you do well in the test, you 
go to a decent school, which prepares you for college and a 
professional job. But if you dont score near the top on this test, you go 
to something called a non-traditional high school, where there are far 
fewer resources."  
  
 

In New York, we have the same condition, which is known as "school 
choice". If your child does not do well on the standardized test they 
took in seventh grade, you can forget about them getting into a decent 
high school that will prepare them well for college. The high school 
admissions process is notorious and there are not enough decent high 
schools for the number of students in the system. Facilities are 
miserable and teachers are inadequate.  
  



 

4. "Ms. CROOKS-SMITH: The odds are more against them.  
  
 

Ms. CROOKS-SMITH: Im thinking if I could get just one extra person 
every classroom to focus on the reading alone, I think we would 
achieve way more than what were doing right now."  
  
 

I am sure every principal in New York would say the same. 


